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Murphy, Richard Jones, Joe Burt, Other Managers have won more trophies than Shankly, and they are
respected and admired for their achievements. The likes of Ramsey, Ferguson and Paisley will live forever in the
annals of football for all their World and European Cups. Yet Shankly, a humble son of Ayrshire, earned
something more precious than silver: he won the undying love of millions. It is hard to imagine another person
whose epitaph is etched into the hearts of so many. He carved out his unique claim to posterity by transforming
Liverpool from a failing Second Division club into one of the world's most august sporting institutions. More
than that, he made the club synonymous with its supporters, and forged an unbreakable bond between the
men on the field and the fans on the terraces. As the Sixties got underway it proved an unbeatable
combination, as Liverpool won promotion to the First Division, added the Championship twice, and the first FA
Cup in the club's history. The spirit of Shankly's first great team reflected the vibrancy of the city of Liverpool
itself, as the world tapped its feet to the Merseybeat, and the planet tuned in to the sounds of The Beatles. For
the first time in decades the docks were full of ships, and the city had a team it could be proud of. Shankly was
not idolised solely for the success he brought to the club. The fiercely proud Scot won the hearts of his adopted
city with his warmth, honesty and humour. He also had an unfathomable knowledge of football - he knew
players, and he knew how football teams worked. After his first great side of the Sixties...
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