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phenomenon of life. While admitting that many details are uncertain and much remains unknown about the
origins of life, he nonetheless maintains that chance mutations over time, in conjunction with the law of natural
selection, offer the most rational explanation of the evolution of life on earth from inorganic precursors.
Although few speak of vitalism today, the controversy that Crick addresses is still with us in the form of
intelligent design, which suggests that biochemistry and evolution alone do not sufficiently explain the
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