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Then verbose in His language he was, and shirk d toil in composing; That is, in composing as real poets should,
For think aught of mere quantity | never could. See, the prater Crispinus now dares me to try My skill with his,
and 3 for the smallest sum | Like to stake. Cries he: Take now your tablets in hand, And then | will take mine; nay,
atonce, | demand 1 See heading to Satire X. 3 The words of Crispinus, For the smallest sum I like to stake, imlpy
that he felt so sure of victory, that he would stake much more than his adversary if necessary. That a place,
time, and umpires be given us two, Then | ll see if | cannot write much more than you. While, like wind fetter d
fast in the bellows of leather, That whistles and struggles to burst from its tether, While the masses of metal
grow soft in the fire, --Sounds the speech that you choose to adopt and admire. Why, e en garrulous Fannius
thinks he is blest, Just because his friends offer unask d a book-chest And a bust f of himself, while there is not a
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