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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .to teach; but, until such technicalities have been mastered, progress in
ornithology is out of the question. The original Key to the Genera proved scarcely so satisfactory as I hoped it
would be. It undertook too much, to conduct the stndent at once down to the intricacies of the very many
modern genera, not all of which can by any possibility be characterized intelligibly in a line of type. I have
probably simplified and expedited matters by preparing on the same plan Keys to the Orders and Sub-orders,
and to the Families. Then in the body of the work, under each head, further analyses are given when such
seems to be required, --of families under their orders or sub-orders, of genera under their families, and of
species under their genera. These ulterior analyses are for the most part rather natural than artificial, though I
never hesitate to seize upon any character that may furnish the desired clue to identification. The artificial Keys
immediately following will take the stndent to the families, with reference to the page of the work where such
groups come; on turning to which, further analyses will be found, generally down to species and even varieties.
They are to be used as follows (aJer the preceding lessons have been learned): --We have in hand a bird we do
not know, and the name of which we wish to ascertain. Suppose it to be that common species which builds the
nest of mnd upon...
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